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Diary Dates 

Thursday  5/9 ICAS Science assessment  

Monday 9/9 Excursion  Rooms 3,4,5 & 6 

Thursday 12/9 
 
3.30pm – 4.30pm Numeracy Expo  
 

Tuesday 17/9 ICAS English assessment  

Thursday 19/9 ICAS Mathematics  assessment  

Friday  20/9 Assembly—Hosts Yr 6/7 

Friday 27/9 
Casual Day 
End of term 2.10pm dismissal 

71 Stradbroke Rd  
Athelstone SA 5076  
Phone: 8337 2050 

 
OSHC Phone:  
0421 618 856 
 
Principal   
Dora Iuliano 
 
Governing Council 
Chairperson  
Natalie Johnson  

Governing Council  
Sub-committee meetings 

Tuesday 10/9 Governing Council   

Road Crossing Monitors  

Week 8 Mon 9/9 - Fri 13/9 Jack P, Amira P, Layla J 

Week 9 Mon 16/9 - Fri 20/9 Arian T, Arman T, William B-S 

Week 

10 
Mon 23/9 - Fri 27/9 Deanna C, Emily L, Miriam I 

Canteen Roster 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

9/9 

Kim 

Sarah 

10/9 

Tania O 

Yr 7 

11/9 

Victoria 

Stella 

12/9 

Beck R 

Nicole 

13/9 

Narelle 

Maria 

16/9 

Kim 

Sarah 

17/9 

Sarah 

Yr 7 

 

18/9 

Stella 

Jason 

 

19/9 

Nikala 

Yr 7 

20/9 

Narelle 

Taryn 

23/9 

Kim 

Sarah 

 

24/9 

Tania O 

Yr 7 

25/9 

Victoria 

Stella 

26/9 

Beck R 

Nicole 

 

27/9 

Narelle 

Maria 

 

Engaging and working with our Community 

Thorndon Park PS has enjoyed a number of recent 

school events such as Book Week Assembly, Book Fair 

and Fathers’ Day Breakfast. These events help to 

develop strong collaboration and relationships with the 

community and to engage families with the life of the 

school. During Book Week, our students confidently 

showcased their learning and had lots of fun parading 

their book character costumes, as did the staff!  Who 

was Grumpy Bear? 

A big thankyou to our parents on Governing Council, 

committees and working parties and those who 

volunteer in the canteen, for after school sports and in 

classrooms to support students and staff at excursions. 

Your active involvement enriches the culture and 

effective management of our school.  

We are currently updating our school webpage, 

newsletter and volunteer processes. The updated 

Volunteer Policy is included in this newsletter edition. 

We will conduct volunteer induction sessions next term 

and provide volunteer role descriptions to better 

support individuals. 

Parents and carers save the date! Join us at our 

Numeracy Expo on Thursday 12 September from 3.30—

4.30pm where our students and teachers are keen to 

share their diverse Mathematical teaching and 

learning strategies. 

As part of our continuous school improvement process 

our site is scheduled to take part in a Department for 

Education External Review process in Term 4 Week 7. 

The purpose of the review is to support us to address 

previous review recommendations, raise achievement, 

sustain high performance and provide quality 

assurance. During the review, some students, parents, 

Governing Council members and staff will be asked to 

provide information to the panel through interviews, 

group discussions, meetings and visits in classes. We 

appreciate everyone’s support and time in helping us 
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Planning for 2020 

Term 3 is the time we begin planning for the 

following year.  Enrolments are critical to our 

staffing formulae so in order to support forward 

planning, please contact Julie via email 

Julie.Powell951@schools.sa.edu.au or ring the 

school office on 8337 2050 to inform us if you 

will be leaving our school community next 

year. It would be most helpful if we received 

this information by Friday 6 September. Class 

placement forms for 2020 help to inform our 

decisions regarding next year’s class 

configurations along with the student, teacher 

and leadership input.  If you require another 

copy, please contact the office. 

Book Week and Book Fair 
 

During Book Week, the Children’s Book Council 

of Australia announce the books which received 

awards. This year these go to the books listed 

below: 

Early Childhood - Tricky's Bad 

Day by Alison Lester;  

Picture Book - Cicada by 

Shaun Tan;  

Younger readers - His Name 

was Walter by Emily Rodda;  

New Illustrators - Grandma Z by Daniel Gray-

Barnett;  

Information Book - Sorry Day by 

Coral Vaas 

Our students shared a 

range of shortlisted 

books during Book 

Week and really enjoyed learning 

more about the stories and the 

authors.   

A big ‘Thank You’ to everyone who came along 

and supported this year’s Scholastic Book Fair. 

We sold a total of $2962.25 worth of books, 

posters and stationery, which entitled us to a 

commission of $900. The money raised at the 

Book Fair will be put towards the purchase of 

new books for the school.   

Premier's Reading Challenge 

A reminder that students who wish to complete 

the Premier’s Reading Challenge this year need 

to finish reading books for  by Friday 6 

September (week 7).  

All recording sheets must be handed to teachers 

or Denise in the library by this date for inclusion in 

the challenge for 2019. The challenge is to read 

12 books relevant to students’ age and reading 

abilities. We celebrated high participation levels 

last year and hope to keep this going. Good 

luck! 

Interviews 

During Week 9,  an opportunity will be 

provided for parents to meet with teachers 

to discuss their child’s learning or update 

Individual Learning Plans. Teachers will 

contact parents and carers personally if they 

have determined an interview is needed but 

please feel free to contact class teachers to 

organise a time if there is something you 

would like to discuss.  

Early Morning Arrival & Afternoon Pick-up 

Students who arrive at school before 

8:30am must be booked into OSHC. If they 

are on the school grounds before 8.30am 

and not in OSHC, they are to sit on the 

benches outside the Office  and are not to 

play in the yard. This is a duty of care issue 

as there are no teachers on duty prior to 

8:30am. Classrooms will be opened at 

8:40am and students may enter the 

buildings to put away their bags, talk to the 

teacher and get organised for the day.  

The oval is out of bounds in the morning 

and no kicking of balls is allowed in the 

yard or on the Nature Play area. Music is 

played at 8:48am to remind students to go 

to the toilet and move to class followed by 

a siren at 8.50am, indicating that lessons 

are commencing and all students should 

be in their classrooms ready to start.  

Parents are reminded to wait away from 

the  decking areas (particularly in the Early 

Years area) until 3.10pm. We ask that 

preschool children and toddlers do not 

play in this area or with equipment that is 

set up for classes. This helps to minimise 

congestion and distractions to learning. All 

students and families are expected to be 

off the school grounds by no later than 

3.30pm in readiness for OSHC.  

Council inspectors regularly patrol the drop 

off and pick up areas on Stradbroke Road 

and Linda Drive so please observe the 

parking regulations, time restrictions and 

speed zones to ensure everyone’s safety 

and to enact respectful behaviours.   



Parenting Insights—Encourage kids to be problem solvers by Michael Grose 

When parents solve all children’s problems, we not only increase their dependency on adults but we teach 

kids to be afraid of making mistakes and to blame themselves for not being good enough. That’s fertile 

ground for self-doubt and anxiety. 

How can we raise kids to be courageous problem-solvers, powerful learners and to build their resilience?  

Here are some useful tips: 

1. Turn requests into problems for kids to solve- ’What can you do?’ ‘What’s the best approach?’’ 

2. Ask good questions to prompt problem-solving—‘What do you want me to do to help you solve the 

problem?’ 

3.Coach them through problems and concerns—help your child find the right words to use and discuss 

the best way to approach another person when they have problems. 

4. Prepare kids for problems and contingencies—Discuss different scenarios with children whenever 

they enter new or potentially risky situations so that they won’t fall apart when things don’t go their way. 

5. Show a little faith- Sometimes you’ve got to show faith in children. We can easily trip them up with our 

negative expectations, such as by saying ‘Don’t spill it!’ to a child who is carrying a glass filled with water. 

6. Applaud mistakes- If you have a low-risk-taking, perfectionist, consider saying ‘that’s okay it doesn't 

S c h o o l  a b s e n c e / a t t e n d a n c e / 

exemptions 

Please advise the school every day 

your child is going to be away for 

sickness or any reason by telephoning 

the school between 8.15am and 

9.30am on 83372050 and leaving a 

message, (stating your child’s name, 

child’s class and reason for absence) or 

emailing the school at 

dl.1154.info@schools.sa.edu.au 

If a family holiday/travel is planned 

during term time, a student exemption 

form (ED176) needs to be collected 

from the Front Office, completed and 

submitted to the Principal for approval. 

A daily message from SENTRAL will be 

sent to parents for any unexplained 

absence.  

Our goal is to achieve 96% attendance 

and regular absences or lateness will 

impact on student learning. Thankyou 

to our students who are promoting 

strategies to support increased 

attendance rates.  

Thank you for your co-operation.  

Fathers’ Day Breakfast 

Thank you to all of the families who attended 

our Fathers’ Day Breakfast on Friday 31 

August. It was a great morning for our students 

to bring their Dad, Grandpa or special person 

to school and share cereal, toast, bacon, 

eggs and sausages with them. We really 

appreciate the support of our student leaders 

and staff who arrived early to set up and 

begin cooking. A huge thank you to Tim Wells 

(our Pastoral Support Worker) and his sons for 

all of their hard work on this morning and 

leading up to it. Great community 

support here at Thorndon Park PS. 

Numeracy Expo 

On Wednesday, 12 September we will be holding 

a Numeracy Expo from 3:30 – 4:30pm.  We hope 

that you can visit your child’s classroom and find 

out what they have been exploring in 

mathematics this term.  All welcome! 



Humanities and Social Science (HASS) Excursions 

On Monday (Aug 19th), the Year 3/4 students from Ms Ali, Ms Genna and Mrs Ly's class 

visited the Maritime Museum. Students were able to immerse themselves in a variety of 

activities, such as visiting a restored cargo/naval ship, researching old navigation routes 

and tools using interactive technologies, exploring museum displays about the First Fleet 

and climbing the historical Port Adelaide lighthouse. 

 

The following Monday (Aug 26th), the Year 5/6/7 students from Mrs Ly, Mr Spence and 

Ms Anella's class travelled to the city to participate in HASS learning tasks. Students were 

transported back in time at the Migration Museum as they learnt about the Colonial 

Period, Federation, Migration and Aboriginal history. At the Centre of Democracy, 

students engaged with interactive displays as they investigated the concepts of voting 

and democracy. Lastly, at the SA Museum students were excited to visit the Egyptian 

displays, rocks/minerals and fossil rooms.  


