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From the Principal Ms Dora 
We hope that our families had a great long 
weekend and enjoyed the diverse range of 
entertainment opportunities in Adelaide. 
 
At Friday’s Pupil Free Day, our staff were 
immersed in learning to assist us to reflect upon, 
challenge and affirm our current and future 
practices.  
 
We welcomed Andrea Barker, our Campbell 
Partnership Senior Leader Learning Improvement 
Primary (SLLIP), to our site who is keen to work 
with our teachers to plan, assess and moderate 
student work.  
 
Our staff reviewed our Site Improvement Plan 
priorities which are informed by our student 
achievement outcomes and qualitative survey 
data.  
The areas for improvement are:  
•  Personalise and connect learning to promote 
powerful learners 
•  Increase learners’ Numeracy and Literacy 
achievement so that each learner is engaged, 
stretched and achieving by using data, evidence 
and targeted teaching. 
 
Jo Campbell, DECD Project Officer, Primary 
Learners from the Learning Improvement 
Division, challenged our thinking on Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 
(STEM) and what it means for our pedagogy. 
Staff were able to provide input on the STEM 
Works plans and explore the resources needed 
to support our teaching and learning. 
 
Lindy Kelvin our Senior Leader in STEM, collated 
parent, staff and student surveys and overall the 
attitudes and dispositons were quite positive. We 
thank our school community for their prompt  
responses to help us to plan for future parent 
workshops and staff professional development.  
 

Parents were supportive of our future directions, 
interested in learning about STEM and how to 
best support their students’ learning. It was 
wonderful to see so many parents offering their 
expertise in their STEM fields. 
 
Staff feedback demonstrated a need for more 
training, especially in the field of engineering and 
they are keen to integrate STEM into units of 
work to engage students in creative and critical 
thinking tasks. Students are quite confident and 
interested in learning about STEM further to 
explore, problem solve and create.  
 
Teachers reflected on their work through the 
online AITSL Self Assessment Tool and identified 
their strengths and growth areas against the 
Australian Professional Standards for Teachers. 
Their professional learning goals are aligned with 
the Site Improvement Plan and will inform their 
performance conversations next term.  

 
Three way conversations – Parent-Child 
Teacher interviews – Weeks 9 and 10 
Interviews are an important process for staff and 
students to share their learning behaviours and 
achievements thus far with parents. Notices will 
be sent out for all families to book in a suitable 
time to discuss strategies to support learning, 
both at school and at home. Phone conferences 
are an option for those unable to physically 
attend the meetings. Ongoing communication 
between staff, parents and children will help to 
build positive working partnerships. Written 
reports will be issued at the end of Term 2. 
Please make an appointment any time with 
leadership or staff to celebrate achievements or 
address concerns. 
 
 
 

Diary Dates 
21 Mar Harmony Day 

12 Apr Sports Day 

13 Apr End of Term 2:10pm dismissal 

http://www.thornpkps.sa.edu.au/
http://www.facebook.com/ThorndonParkPrimarySchool


  

 

 
 
More Staff introductions: 
 
Jacqui Edwards-Early Years Reading Support 

My name is Jacqui Edwards and 
my role is to support students and 
staff in Literacy. I have seen a few 
familiar faces around the school, 
from being involved with the local 
Kindy, Kindergym and sporting 
groups. I am currently at the school 
on Wednesdays, supporting the 

early years classes in Jolly Phonics and helping 
students. My other work days are spent working 
at SPELD SA in a teacher support role and I also 
tutor students with learning difficulties. I have 
taught in a classroom and developed a passion 
for literacy intervention. Outside of work, I have a 
husband and am a mother of two fast growing 
boys, who keep life fun and busy and my fridge 
empty! 
 
Daniela Cambareri – Italian language teacher 

My name is Daniela Cambareri and 
I am teaching Italian language on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays this term. 
I have a particular interest in The 
Arts and Languages and look 
forward to working with all the 
children and making their learning 
experiences fun and interesting. I 

have two daughters aged 6 and 4 and I love 
spending my spare time with them. 
 
Marisa Wilkins – Admin & Finance Officer  

My name is Marisa Wilkins. I work 3 
days a week (Mon, Tues & Fri) in the 
front office as an Admin & Finance 
Support Officer. I have worked in 
Finance & Admin roles over the past 
16 years mainly in the private legal 
and mining sectors. I am looking 
forward to getting to know all the 
students and families. I have two 

young children of my own, Eve  and Flynn. 
 
David Taylor – Technology Specialist 

David works in collaboration 
with Richard Burford our IT 
technician, to address the site’s  
hardware and software 
requirements. He studied at 
TAFE SA and worked in 
various areas of the IT Industry. 
His passion lies in hardware 

and has always been fascinated with the way 
technology works. He enjoys dismantling 
hardware and rebuilding it, so that it can be used 
for different purposes.  

 

Harmony Day is a day of cultural respect for 
everyone who calls Australia home, from the 
traditional owners of this land to those who have 
come from many countries around the world. By 
joining in Harmony Day activities, people can 
learn and understand how all Australians from 
different backgrounds equally belong to this 
nation and enrich it. 
 
When: Tuesday 21st March children will     
participate in Harmony Day activities with their 
Buddy Classes  
Friday  24th March Assembly at 2:30pm – 
Students and staff will share their teaching and 
learning experiences with the school community. 
Theme: Everyone Belongs - Strength in Harmony 
Wear:  Something orange (for example: ribbons, 
scarves, hats) It is not Casual Day. 
 

 
 

Back to School Asthma Spike 
 

ASK ABOUT ASTHMA.  Every year there is a 
sharp rise in the number of asthma attacks for 
children when they return to school after the 
summer break.  This results in increased 
Emergency Department visits and 
hospitalisations. Use our checklist to help your 
child stay well and get their school year off to a 
healthy start  
 

 See a GP to complete an Asthma Plan, 
giving a copy to the school 

 Provide the school with a spare asthma 
reliever (usually blue) puffer and spacer  

 Talk to your child’s class teacher 
 
Get more information and download your back to 
school asthma checklist from the Asthma 

Australia website. 
 
Asthma Kids 
Looking for a way to help your child understand 
more about their asthma or about a friend with 
asthma?  Asthma Kids is an online, interactive 
tool to help primary school aged children 
understand what it’s like to have asthma and 
what they can do to help. Check it out at 
asthmakids.org.au  
 
 



 

 
Mr. Swainõs year 5/6 students are delighted to be 
matched wit h Miss Pasõs year 1/2 class as buddies 
for the year. We were extremely busy in the first 
half of the term , organising the week 4 assembly . 
We created a video to help promote the Premier õs 
Reading Challenge. We also designed posters that 
were distributed to each class to remind everyone 

to strive to complete the challenge. Our goal is to help T horndon Park 
Primary School students reach 100% completion for the reading challenge. 
Making the video was so much fun and the òactorsó did an amazing job, even 
though we had a good ôblooperõ reel to show the assembly audience.   
 
Mr. Swain shared with his students his love for  
The A rt s in  order to inspire individuals in his 
class. Some of the activities so far have included 
displays of positive learning behaviours in the 
visual art s lessons. After briefly going through the 
main elements of visual art inclu ding  line, shape, 
tone, texture, colour, pattern and form, the class 
have worked on an activity called line trees. The task was to create line 
drawings of trees without making them look like real trees. They were to use 
different line elements including st raight, curved, jagged, spirals, shapes, 
thick, thin, small and large to design abstract trees. Students examined  the 
colour wheel and used water paints to include the tree foliage. These 
included warm, cool and neutral colours to add different moods to ou r line 
trees. Our creations are on display at the front off ice of the school. This 
was a fun activity and the year 5/6 class looks forward to  many other art 
activities throughout the year!!!  
 



  

 

 
 

Weôve all heard the phrases, a chip off the old 

block, flip side of the same coin, the apple doesn't 

fall far from the tree, like father, like son. 

 

As a parent you are a powerful role model for your 

children. What you do and say will guide your 

childôs behaviour, attitudes and beliefs over the long 

term. 

 

So there should be no surprises that with the ever 

increasing rate of obesity among the adults in this 

country (just over 60%), that the waistlines of our 

children is also increasing. 

 

It is estimated that 20-25% of children and 

adolescents in Australia are overweight and a 

quarter of this group is obese. 

 

This presents numerous issues for our children and 

teenagers physical and psychosocial wellbeing and 

tends to lead to obesity and weight related health 

issues later in life. 

 

As a parent, it is really important to set the right 

example for your children and show them the 

importance of eating healthy and delicious foods 

and doing regular exercise. 

 

At Strength Lab we are all about helping you get in 

shape, but we are also interested in helping you 

make sure you set a good example for your 

children, because they are watching and learning 

from everything you do! (And yes, sometimes it's 

good for them to exercise with you)! 

 

If youôd like more information contact Crystal Trace 

(Transformation Coach) on crystalafsa@gmail.com

 

 
 

SCHOOL CROSSING MONITORS 
 
Recently your child’s school took part in School 
Crossing Monitor Training conducted by the 
South Australian Police. This involves students 
in years 5, 6 and 7 being trained by Road 
Safety Educators from the SA Police Road 
Safety Section.  After the training is complete 
the student will receive a Certificate of Authority 
issued on behalf of the Commissioner of Police 
which, under the Road Traffic Act 1961 
authorises the student to work as school 
crossing monitor. The certificate authorises the 
student to stop traffic using a Stop Sign or 
using Pedestrian Actuated Traffic Lights, as 
well as give reasonable directions to 
pedestrians for the safe and efficient movement 
of traffic at or on the crossing as in their opinion 
is necessary. 
 
The training involves learning how to safely 
stop vehicles at a school crossing and 
performing safety assessments on when it is 
safe for children to cross the road (this includes 
asking the monitors to check that all vehicles 
have stopped prior to pedestrians walking onto 
the crossing). The session also includes safe 
sign handling techniques and positioning within 
the crossing. 
 
It is extremely important that all people 
(including parents) use the crossings and 
become good road safety role models, by 
following the School Crossing Monitor’s 
directions, not only for their safety but the 
safety of all students and road users.     
 
If parents have any questions about the 
training the Road Safety Section is happy to 
receive these inquiries on the telephone 
number 82076586. 
 
Road safety is everyone’s responsibility. 
 
Thank you 
 
Acting Sergeant Nigel ALLEN 
Program Co-ordinator Road Safety  
South Australian Police 
 

 

 
 

 

Tues    14/3 Anna Ben  

Wed     15/3 Jason H Amisha Sam C 

Thurs   16/3 Daniela R Stella Ben 

Fri        17/3 Stacey Jenni Andrea 

Mon      20/3 Jason R Alison Hedda 

Tues     21/3 Anna Stella Ben 

Wed      22/3 Nicole Evenia Adriana 

Thurs    23/3 Sungpyo Hyunda Shin Ben 

Fri         24/3 Amanda C Stacey Anna 

Mon      27/3 Jason R Dea T Stella 

Tues     28/3 Anna Ben Ali H 

Wed      29/3 Stella Jason H Amisha 

Thurs    30/3 Nicole Daniela R Ben 

Fri         31/3 Stacey Jenni Andrea 

 

mailto:crystalafsa@gmail.com


  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Norwood Morialta High School 

Open Night-Middle Campus  
Tuesday 4 April 2017, 5.30-7.30pm 

 
The Norwood Morialta High School invites all prospective 
parents to join us on a tour of the middle campus on 
Morialta Road West, Rostrevor to learn more about the 

programs offered at our vibrant school. Please come 
directly to the central courtyard for the commencement of 
your tour. 

 
We also take this opportunity to introduce to you 

our new special entry programs beginning in 

2018. 

 Accelerated STEM Program – Students complete 

middle schooling in two years with a focus on inquiry 

and integrated Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Mathematics. 

 Accelerated Italian Program – Students undertake 

an integrated program in Italian and Humanities.  

 Rowing Program - Students study rowing as a 

physical education subject.  

 
Interested families are encouraged to attend the Special 
Entry Parent Information Evening at 7pm on Wednesday 
12th April on the Middle Campus to learn more about the 
programs and selection process 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Registrations are required for these events and will close when 
capacity is reached.  We will be unable to accommodate non-

registered guests on the day. 
Please be advised that Registration for School Tour in Term 2 will 
open once the Open Day has been conducted (and subsequently 

for the tours scheduled for Terms 3 and 4). 
Furthermore for the Term 2 School Tour priority will be given to 

families with current Year 7 students 

Event Date Time Venue 

GIHS 
International 
Baccalaureate 
(IB) Diploma & 
IGNITE 
Information 
Night 

Thursday 
30 March 
2017 

6.15 ï 
7.45pm 

GIHS 
Gymnasium 

GIHS Annual 
Open Day 

Friday 31 
March 
2017 

10 ï 
11.45am 

GIHS 
Performing 
Arts Centre 

GIHS School 
Tour Term 2 

Friday 19 
May 2017 

8.55 ï 
10.15am 

GIHS 
Performing 
Arts Centre 

GIHS School 
Tour Term 3 

Friday 11 
August 
2017 

8.55 ï 
10.15am 

GIHS 
Performing 
Arts Centre 

GIHS School 
Tour Term 4 

Friday 20 
October 
2017 

8.55 ï 
10.15am 

GIHS 
Performing 
Arts Centre 



 

 

2017 TORRENS RIVER SAPSASA CALENDAR 

Wk 30 JAN – 13 APRIL (11 Weeks) 1 MAY – 7 JULY (10 Weeks) 24 JULY – 29 SEPTEMBER (10 Weeks) 16 OCTOBER – 15 DECEMBER (9 
Weeks) 

1 30 Feb – 3 Feb  
District Convenors Conference – Fri 3 

1 May – 5 May 24 Jul – 28 Jul 
  

16 Oct – 20 Oct 
SSA Tennis, Bendigo, VIC 21 - 29 

2 6 Feb – 10 Feb 
KO Term 1/4 noms due: Cricket, Tennis & 
Softball– Tues 7 

 

8 May – 12 May 
NAPLAN 9 – 11 

31 Jul – 4 Aug 
 

23 Oct – 27 Oct 
 

3 13 Feb – 17 Feb 15 May – 19 May 
FRIDAY 19th MAY – TORRENS RIVER 
CROSS COUNTRY, KLEMZIG, 9.30-12am 

7 Aug – 11 Aug 
Basketball Championships – 9 & 10 

30 Oct – 3 Nov 

4 20 Feb – 24 Feb 
Triathlon Ch’ships – Wed 22 

22 May – 26 May 
 

14 Aug – 18 Aug 
SSA Australian Football, NT 12 – 19 TBC 

6 Nov – 10 Nov 

5 27 Feb – 3 Mar 
 

29 May – 2 Jun 
State Cross Country – Thurs 1  

21 Aug – 25 Aug 
SSA Cross Country NSW, TBC 
 

13 Nov – 17 Nov PE week 
 

6 6 Mar – 10 Mar 
TUESDAY 7

TH
 MARCH – TORRENS RIVER 

SWIMMING CARNIVAL, NORWOOD 
OUTDOOR POOL 12.30-3.00pm 

5 Jun – 9 Jun 
Football / Netball State Carnival 
 

28 Aug – 1 Sep 
 

20 Nov – 24 Nov 
Cricket State Carnival – boys & girls 
Tennis State Carnival 

 

7 13 Mar – 17 Mar 
Adelaide Cup Holiday Mon 13 
KO Term 2/3 noms due – Tues 14 
Swimming Metro Ch’ship – Thurs 16 
Swimming Country/Diving/Para – Fri 17 

12 Jun – 16 Jun 
Queen’s B’day Holiday – Mon 12 

4 Sep – 8 Sep Royal Adelaide Show 
TUESDAY 5

th
 SEP – TORRENS RIVER 

ATHLETICS, 9.30am-2.30pm, ATHLETICS 
SA STADIUM. 

27 Nov – 1 Dec 
KO Tennis final – Tues 
KO Softball final – Tues 
KO Cricket final – Wed  

  

8 20 Mar – 24 Mar 
 

19 Jun – 23 Jun 
 

11 Sep – 15 Sep 
 

 

4 Dec – 8 Dec 
Pacific School Games: Basketball, 
Diving, Football (soccer), Goalball, Golf, 
Hockey, Netball, Softball, Swimming, 
Touch and Track & Field 

9 27 Mar – 31 Mar 
 

26 Jun – 30 Jun 
Soccer / Hockey State Carnival 
 

18 Sep – 22 Sep 
Basketball Finals Day – Thurs 21 

 

11 Dec – 15 Dec 

 

10 3 Apr – 7 Apr 
Softball State Carnival - boys & girls 
 

3 Jul – 7 Jul 
 
 
 

 

25 Sep – 29 Sep 
Athletics Country/Para Ch’ship – Mon 25 
Athletics Metro Ch’ship – Tues 26 

KO Finals, Football & Hockey – Wed 27 
KO Finals, Netball & Soccer – Thurs 28 

 
 
 
 
SSA Cricket, Jan 2018 

11 10 April – 14 April 
Good Friday - 14 

(KEY: Green = Interstate      Red/Bold = Intrastate District Entry      Red = Intrastate School Entry      Blue = Torrens River events) 
For other details visit the website: www.decd.sa.gov.au/sport or contact District Convenor, Debbie Bishop 0401 121 319 

http://www.decd.sa.gov.au/sport

